ector of St. Au pin $ a St. Faith 85 
and of Acton, and Chaplain in Or- 
Ginary to his Majeſty, 

C 0 N TAININ G 


exact Copy of a PASTORAL EPISTLE to 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters in his Pariſhes, 


444 ͤ ͤ 22 


with Neat. thereon. 


| WHEREIN 

= e Gu ILT of our $ eparat ion 18 endeavoured to 
ee removed from the Door of the Doctor; and 
eme friendly Advice tender'd to him. 
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By a PA RISHIONER of the Doctor's. | ij 


VC VEST 


is no "FW what the - Eftabliſh'd Religion of a Oats. | 4 
mwonwealth be, whether true or falſe, the Majority of _ 
che Community will be of it; thus it is every where =. 
in Proteſtant and Popiſh Countries, | in Heathen and 45 hl 
== Mahometan Nations; the E flabl; ſd Faith has the 4 
1% Believers; and the Eftabl; d Worſhip the moſt Br 
Defenders.” | 4 
r — — * 1. _ 


77 for D. FARMER, at the _ Arms in $t, Paul's 9 KL * | 
Church Yard, MDCC. XXXVIII. . 
PRICE Six Pence, 55 
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10 TEE 
Rev“ Dr. COB DE N. 


Rev. Doctor, 

H uncommon Concern you 
f 8 . have expreſs'd for me, and 
Wes! 12 other of your Pariſhioners, who 
happen to diflent from you as 


to the Circumſtances and 
Modes of Religious Worſhip, 


knowledgment ; and have therefore choſen 
to publiſh your Epi/ile in order to its be- 
coming more extenſively uſeful, or however 
known among my Brethren, even through 
| the whole Kingdom ; and of conſequence 

| pre- 


1 I thought deſerved ſome ſort of publick Ac- 


prevent the Trouble of drawing up any new 
Formula, which muſt certainly be very 
grateful to your Reverend Brethren, as well 
as to the Rigbt Reverend their PRINCIPALS. 
I ſhall make ſuch Remarks upon your Let- 
ter as my Capacity will admit of. Your 
Epiſtle is as follows: LE 


LL: 
INCE it has pleaſed God to commit to my 
F Care theſe Pariſhes, I think it my Duty 


to uſe my beſt Endeavours to reduce thoſe un- 


der my Charge to the Communion of © the 
Church, that we may be all, one Fold, under 


one Shepherd. To this End ] have taken the 


Liberty to ſend you this Treatiſe *, which is 
ritten with ſuch Strength of Argument as 


is ſufficient to convince any impartial Mind 


of the Duty of Conforming. But if upon dhe 
Peruſal of it any Scruples ſhould remain un- 
reſolved, I ſhall be ready, at any Time, by 
private and friendly Conference, to give you 
all the Satisfaction in my Power. I can uſ- 
ſure you, I have no other Aim in writing this 
Letter, and ſending this Treatiſe, than ti 
diſcharge my own Conſcience (that the Guilt 


- of your Separation may not lie at my Dor) 


and to do you all the Service I can in direct- 
ing you in the Way to eternal Happineſs, 


* V. B. The Treatiſe he ſent is Doctor Roger's Perſuafeo 
60 Conformity, addreſs d to the Diflenters. 


And 
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And that God Almighty would grant you the 
Knowledge of his Truth in this World, and 
in the World to come gion thn. wife, 7s the 
12 e er of, 


Your affectionate Miniſter, 
and humble Servant, 


8.5 7 5 2 
Feb. 20. 1737. | Ep. CoBDEN. 
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I Moser beg leave to 11 all that Free- 
dom that is proper, within the Bounds of 
Decency, whilſt I give you ſuch Remarks 
as your Letter, and the Treatiſe you ſent 
has led me to make. 85 
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Aup I cannot but expreſs a | Scrupuloſity 
about the Senſe of the firſt ' Sentence in 
your Letter. You ſay, Sir, Since it bath 


Pariſhes 1 ſuppoſe, Sir, you take in 
Acton, as well as the united one of St. Au- 
© ſflin's 268 St. Faith's; and if ſo, I much 
= queſtion, whether it pleaſed God to com- 
mit them to your Care. I am perſuaded, 


that the Divine Being has more tender Re- 


rie, direct, or appoint a Cure of Souls up- 
on any ſuch Plan as Pluralities and Non- 
| Reſidencies, Nor can I be of Opinion, that 
| it could pleaſe God, or that he could ap- 
prove of your Patron's committing to vou 
| fuch Cure. You muſt know, Sir, it is a 
* 1 Cauſe 


5 


= pleaſed God to commit to my Care theſe 
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Cauſe of great Complaint, even among 
your own Brethren, many of whom' ſuffer 
great Hardſhips, whilſt others, not more 


_ deſerving, are dreſs'd out with their nume- 


rous Titles, even as many as the Beaſt had 
Heads who roſe our of the Sea ; and ſome 
even reach to the Number of his Horns — 
Nor was it 1mpertinently ſaid, by the witty 


Etymologiſt of a certain Ecclefiaſtic, that 
his Name was originally inch, but that gave 


no Satisfaction till an L was added to it; 
and yet, perhaps, that Gentleman might 
have the Vanity to begin an Epiſtle to one 


of his Pariſhes, even in the ſame Manner of 
St. Auſtin's, viz. Since it has pleaſed God 


fo cemmit to my Care theſe Pariſhes. But 


could any thinking Man ever imagine, that 
it pleaſed God to commit to him a gratih- 
cation of ſuch a monopolizing Thirſt? Or, 
that they who fed his ravenous Appetite, did, 


by doing ſo, offer to God a well pleaſing Sa- 
crifice? It does not appear to be us'd with 


the leaſt Propriety in any ſuch caſe. 


Lr me farther Remark, That there can 
be no poſſible Senſe in which it can be ſaid, 


that it has pleaſed God to commit to your 


Care Action and St. Auſtin's and Faith's, 


but what would agree well enough with the 


Language of his Holineſs at Rome, who pre- 


rends to have derived a Claim of univerſal 


Overſight or Cure of Souls — unleſs one 
oY could 


1 


[ 5] 


could ſuppoſe that your keeping 7wo Li- 
vings was only with a Deſign to part with 
one of them for the Supply of ſome conver- 
ted Non-Conformiſt Teacher; and thereby 
ſet an Example that might encourage the 
whole Body of the Diſſenting Clergy to ex- 
pe that Pluralities were only held in Com- 
mendam by you and others for their Uſe, 
i. e. whenever they ſhall be prevailed upon 
to enter your more ſacred Encloſures —— 
And yet even in this View I know not how 
you will keep clear of that Maxim, vi. 
Charity begins at home, ſeeing ſo many of 
your poor Brethren want them. I wiſh to 
God, that that injurious and unjuſtifiable 1 
Cuſtom of Pluralities may meet with Diſ- | 1 
couragement; and that by its becoming leſs A 
faſhionable, its infection may not reach any 
farther than your own Community — But, 
alas! there are ſome Inſtances of Conformity 
to you in this Article, even among us Prote- 
ſtant Di ſſenters, who are, for ſooth, become 
ſo very Complaiſant as to imitate you in P/y- 
| ralities, But then pleaſe to conſider it is fa- 
| ſhionable, and a being Alamode a Londres. 
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| A CoxsiDERABLH Time ago there was, in- 
| deed, ſome Intimations in one of the publick 

| Papers, of a noble Patriot's intending to at- 
| tempt the Remedying of this Evil in the 
Church — I think it was in the Crafz/man, 
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Phiralities bb of Old,” 

Our modern Paſtors ſacred Bold. ' 

Tho” good Lord H—k vows to end en R 
H--re eries . My eek 1 commendam. 


Was this good Work effected, 1 double not 
but it would be well yleaſing both to God 
and our Country. Inſtead of Which, you, 


Sir, talk of having Pariſhes' comimltted 


to your Care as the Pleaſure of God !'—— 
Beſides, as Non- Reſidence is againſt expreſs 
Law, as well as the known Conſtitutions 


of your Church, either ſuch Authority on 


which your Eſtabliſhment is ſupported mult 
be guilty of decreeing unjuſt and unreaſon- 


able Rules, which muſt be diſpleaſing to 


God; or if ſuch Rules and Laws be juſt and 


reaſonable, then the diſpenſing with them 


muſt be diſpleaſing to him; ſo that if your 
holding u Livings be pleaſing to 'God, 
Non-Reſidence muſt be agreeable to his 
Will, and conſequently lawful and fit; and 
if fo, all Articles, Laws, Canons, or Edicts, 


that forbid Non-Reſidence, mult have been 
wicked and unjuſt, as that of Hen. VIII. 


Stat. 21. cap. 13. which expreſly declares, 
That if any Perſon ſhall procure any Dil- 


penſation from Rome, or elſewhere, to be 


Non-Refidents, the Party guilty ſhall forfeit 
ts Pounds, 


Bor 
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Bur as Lam loth to leave your very firſt Sen- 
tence ſo unintelligible, if not abſolutely falſe, 
I think I have, at laſt, found out a Method of 
1 interpreting it in a tolerable ligbt, and that is, 
by changing the Word commit into permit, and 


. ſuch an Error might poſſibly eſcape your eye 
Land then I ſhall read it thus, Since it bas 
. pleaſed God to PeERMIT fo ny Care theſe | 
Pariſhes; or by an eaſy Tranſpoſition the 
Since theſe Pariſhes 


Senſe will be better, 
have become my Care by Divine Permiſſion. 
Nor can there be much Objection againſt 


ſuch Reading, inaſmuch as ſpecial and im- 
E mediate interpoſals of Providence are not to 
be expected, whereby the Clergy ſhall be 
defeated in their Purpoſes, when the End 


they only purſue is Wealth and Honour — 
And as other Evils are likewiſe permitted 
in the World, why not this? — of Conſe- 
quence, I ſee no Difficulty in ſuppoſing that 
Acton and St. Auſlin's and Far 5's may be 


committed to your Care by the Perrmiſſion 
of God, 


Tur Premiſes being ſettled, I come next 


to examine what is your Concluſion from 
it, and it is this: Since it is ſo, you think it 


vour Duty to uſe your beſt Endeaveurs 10 B 


duce thoſe under your Charge, to the Commu- 
nion of the Church, that we may be all one 


Ir 
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IT will be proper, in order to the . 
ment of a true Senſe of this your Deter. 
mination, 


I. To conſider who they are you here in- 
tend to uſe your beſt Endeavours to 
reduce; and whether they can be ſaid 
to be properly your e 


II. Wear it is they are to be reduced to; 
and whether ſuch Reduction can make 
them more properly in the Fold of the 
Great Shepherd. And, 


III. I SHALL endeavour to prove, that 
this, your imaginary Duty, is grounded 
on a falſe and miſtaken Zeal, and is on- 
ly the Effect of a bigotted and unchari- 
table Habitude of Mind, 


As to the Firf, vis. Who it is you intend 
to endeavour to reduce ; and that the Per- 
ſons you here point at are Proteſtant Di/- 
ſenters, is undeniably evident from the Pro- 
feſſion we make, to whom you have preſented 
your Epiſtles ; nor have J heard of one you 
have ſent either to Non-Furor or Papil. 
This granted, let us ſee how we Proteſtant 

 Diſſenters are under your Charge; or how 
you come to ſubſcribe your ſelf our affects 


onate ener. You know, very well, Sit, 
that 


that we never choſe you for our ſpiritual 
Guide, or Teacher, and you muſt be 
perſuaded by our Diſſent, that we think 
= we have a natural Right, as well as a Right 
as Chriſtians, ro chooſe our own Teachers. 


your Charge in any ſpecial Relation, fur- 
ther than you come to us to be u’ 
unto, but not to miniſter. We willingly, in 
compliance with the Laws of our Country, 
pay ſuch Demands that are made upon us 
for the Service of your Eſtabliſhment, and 
hope that many of our Fellow- Subjects, 
and Fellow-Chriſtians, reap Benefit in that 
Communion. Nor would we have you un- 
eaſy, if that ſhould be the Occaſion of your 
ERemorſe, viz. Your taking our Money with- 
= out doing us any Service; as far as I can an- 
© ſwer for my Brethren, you are welcome; 
do what good you can to thoſe who are un- 
der your Care and we are content: For let 
me tell you, Doctor, we are thankful for 
the Benefits we enjoy by the AcT of ToLE- 
E RATION, and hope, that you ſee plainly we 
have a Right to Diſſent from your Church; 
a Right convey'd to us by that very Autho- 
rity on which your E/tab/iſhment is ONLY 
> ſupported. So that if you ſhould find any 
| Scruples in your own Conſcience about the 
Modes, Ceremonies, or the Impoſition of 
E unneceſſary Terms of Communion, we beg 
| leave to give you this Hint, that you may, 


[9] 


Nor do we know in what Senſe we can be 


with- 


[ 20 ] 1 
without any Danger of Schiſin, come among 
us and aſſert your Non- Conformity; and 
ſhould any Conformiſt charge you with 
Schiſm, they would, by doing fo, infolently 
reproach the Womb that bears them, and 
the Paps that give them ſuck. 


I Wovr Dp hope, that you will not objed 
to this, and ſay, that although the AZ 
Toleration admits of our legal Diſſent, yer 
with the Par/on that remark'd on Owen's 
Plain Dealing, you are of Opinion, that 
notwithſtanding the Sanction or Penal part 
of the Uniformity AF is abrogated, yet the 
Preceptive part is in full force ſtill. 1 
hope, I ſay, you won't make this Objecti- 
on, and hereupon pretend to prove us your 
Charge, ſince you muſt know, that no Pe- 
nal Law can be in force. without a San- 
Gion. 


TH Care of Souls, Mr. Locke aſſerts, 
© in his Letter concerning Toleration, does 
© not belong to the Magiſtrate, but the Cate 
© of every Man's Soul belongs to himſelf, We 
*and is to be left to himſelf, except adviſing 
and directing“ And we are of Opinion 
with him, That the Magiſtrate has no 
Power to enforce by Law, either in his 
* own Church, or much leſs in another, the 
© Uſe of any Rites or Ceremonies whatſoever 
in the Worſhip of God; and this, 1 8 

| y $18 


. 
y becauſe theſe Churches are free Socie- 
dies, but becauſe whatſoever is practiſed 
in the Worſhip of God is only ſo far juſti- 
«fable as it is believed by thoſe that pra- 
(iiſe it to be acceptable to him. Whatſo- 
| ever is not done with that Aſſurance of 
Faith, is neither well in ir ſelf, nor can 
© jr be acceptable to God. To impoſe fuch 
| Sg. therefore upon any People, con- 
{trary to their own Judgment, is, in effect, 
to command them to offend God; which. 
|« conſidering that the End of all Religion 
is to pleaſe him, and that Liberty is eſſen- 
f rally neceſſary to that End, appears to be 
* abſurd beyond all expreſſion. 
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have ated upon theſe Principles in paſting 
the Toleration AF, we are not become your 


n 
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ceive from them. What then remains that 
can ſupport your Claim to us, if our own 
Conſent, and the Power of the Magiſtrate, 
will not relieve you? Why certainly, you 
muſt have Recourſe to a Sort of Jure Di- 
vino inſeparably connected with your ſacred 
Order. But we beg leave to obſerve, that 
& ſuch Claim has no Foundation neither in 
the New Teſtament, nor in Primitive Chri- 
ſtianity; and therefore a Pretence to a De- 
rival of ſuch Right or Power, muſt rather 
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Now if the Magiſtrate or Civil Power, : 


Charge by virtue of any Authority you re- 
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[ 12 71 
folical Rule or Canon is this, Feed the Flock 
of God which is among you, taking the Over. 


SIGHT thereof, not by conſtraint, but wil. 


lingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but of à read) 


Mind, neither as being Lords, but Gv1pe: 


and Leaders to the Flick. 


Tuus, Sir, have J endeavoured to ex- 
cuſe you from the Charge you had unnecel- 
ſarily put upon your ſelf; and have proved, 
that it cannot belong to you with any Man. 
ner of Propriety. 


Havixe thus diſcovered who they ar 
you point at; and likewiſe ſhewn, that they, 
„ -the Proteſtant Dilſſenters, cannot be 
your Charge, tho' their Habitations ſhould 
happen to be within the Limits of any of 
your Pariſhes. 


1 Cox, Secondly, To conſider, at it 
is they are to be reduc'd to, and whether 
ſuch Reduction can make them more pro- 
perly what the Doctor pretends to make 
them. And you tell us, Sir, tbat what 
you endeavour to reduce us to, is, the Com 


munion of the Church. Methinks you ſhould 


have ſpoke out, and ſaid, to the Communi- 
on of the Church of Chriſt ; bur I foreſee 
that would not ſuit your Purpoſe fo well; 


vou plainly mean to be underſtood here, the 


Church of England, or that part of the 
Church, 
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Church, which is diſtinguiſhed from the 


other Parts of the Chriſtian Church in South 
Britain, by having a Civil Eftabliſhment. 
It is to the Communion of this Church you 
would reduce us, i. e. to the eſtabliſh'd 
Modes of its Worſhip, and its various 


Canons, Articles, Rites, and Ceremo- 


nies. 

Now with what Propriety you can reduce 
us to this, except ſuch of us as may have 
been formerly in your Church's Communi- 
on, I don't rightly underſtand. Reducing 
is commonly underſtood as a bringing back 


again to the ſame State, Condition, or Si- 


tuation, in which a Perſon or Thing was in 
before; but cannot be applied to us who 
never were in the Boſom of your Church. 


Nor can you with more Propriety ſay it, 
© becauſe ſome of our Forefathers might be- 
long to your Communion, but left it. Their 
doing ſo, does no way ſuppoſe us in their 
Place or Situation; and therefore as we ne- 
ver did belong to your Encloſures, you can- 
not with any Juſtneſs of Speech pretend to 
tell us of endeavouring to reduce us. But 
for Argument's fake, let us ſuppoſe you 
might with Propriety endeavour to reduce 
us to the Communion of your Church, how 
would this anſwer the End you propoſe, 
© 2, of making us and you one Fold under 


one Shepherd ? Why, perhaps, you'll ſay it 


would; 
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would; for, ſhould you Diſſenters of St. 
Auſtin's, and St. Faith's Pariſhes, go no 
where to worſhip but to St. Auſtin's, where 
I am Rector, then we ſhould be in one Fold 


under one Shepherd, i, e. the BiSHoP oF 
LoNDoN : But in this Senſe that one Sbep- 
berd has a prodigious Number of Folds un- 


der him If you ſhould mean, not the 
Fold of one particular Pariſh Church, bur 


that of the whole National Church, which 


includes all Places of Publick Worſhip pro 

vided for by Civil Authority, then though 
the Fold ſhould be but one in this extenſive 
Senſe, yet its Shepherds would amount to 
Twenty fix, if you allow each Biſhop to be 


properly a Shepherd, But perhaps, you'll 


ſay, in a Senſe thele Twenty fix are but one, 
as they all agree in one, 1. e. in one Manner 
of Church Diſcipline and Government. In 
this figurative Senſe indeed the Number of 
Shepherds may be reduced to Unity, as well 
as the Number of Folds. — But l think we 
may, and ſhould take the literal Senſe ra- 
ther than the figurative, when we can find 
one thar may be ſupported ; and as to the 
Oneneſs of the Shepherd, it muſt be confeſ- 
fed, that if you mean any individual one 
over your Church or Fold, that is not over 


other Churches or Folds, there is one, and 


that is his MajzsTyY the KING, who 155 
and ought to be acknowledged by all Eng- 
Hſe Proteſtants, the ſupreme Head of your 

Church. 
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1 Hands of Men who Preteng to vindicate 


5 } 


Church. This you daily declare in your 


publick Devorions, and under this Chara- 
cer you pray for him. Now, although we, 
as Proteſtant Diſſenters, in our Religious 
Characters, acknowledge no Man upon 
Earth as Maſter or Lord in Chriſt's Church, 
of which we profeſs our ſelves a Part; yet 
we, as Subjects of a Civil Government, bear 
all due Allegiance to his Majeſty King 
GroRGE ; and in every Denomination of us 
can prove, that our Behaviour and Princi- 
ples are, and always have been, as firm in 
the Intereſts of our King end Country as 


any of the Communion to which you want 


to reduce us. Nor can we diſcern, that 
ſhould you ſucceed in what you call redu- 
cing us to the Communion of the Church, 


we ſhould be any more than we now are, 


one Fold, under one Shepherd, On the other 
hand we are perſuaded, that would the Pro- 
teſtant Deſſenters 1 imitate you leſs in impo- 
ſing or requiring Articles of Faith, or Terms 
of hier and be a little more conſi- 
ſtent with themfc elves, they might ſoon ſee 
much more happy EſteQs of their Non-Con- 
formity than they now do, — As this is not 
the Caſe, I muſt confeſs I am fincerely in the 
Opinion of many of my Acquaintance, who 


are Proteſt an? Diſſenters as well as my ſelf, . 
W that rather than ſubmit to ſmpofitions where 


there is no ſhadow of Authority, and at the 


their 
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their own Diſſent upon the Foot of the 


116 
Right of private Fudgment, I would ſooner 
take a Leap into your Fold, and ſtand the 
Chance of making ſome Advantage of the 
Adventure.-- There are indeed ſome few who 
call themſelves Diſſenting Miniſters, that go 
very ridiculous and unwarrantable Lengths in 
their Impoſitions, and Terms of Orthodoxy, 
One Inquiſitor of this ſort, a northern Town, 
vg. that of Nottingham, is plagu'd with, 
who told one of his Brethren in the Mini- 
ſtry, that he could not treat him as a Bro- 
ther Chriſtian, unleſs he could ſatisfy him 
that he believed that Feſus Chriſt was the 
SUPREME God ! But thanks be to God, we 


have not ſuch ſtupid Fellows impos'd on us, 


we can reject them and their Tenets too 
without danger of Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure, 
And although, Sir, I mention this Inſtance, 


and might one or two more of a like Nature, 


yet, let me tell you, the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters are, or may be, wholly free from al 
Impoſition of human Creeds, or Ceremonies 
from among themſelves. 


TI SHALL, as I propos'd, J. hirdly, Enquire 
if this your imaginary Duty be not ground- 
ed on a falſe and miſtaken Zeal ; and whe- 


ther it be not the Effect of a bigotted and 


uncharitable Habitude of Mind. And I am 
of Opinion, that ſome other Parts of your 
Epiſtle do ſtrongly intimate a Narrowne!s 
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F of Soul, an uncharitable and cenſorious Spi- 
F 247 over with the Glare of a miſtaken 


Zeal; for you ſay, You have no other Aim 


in writing this Letter, and ſending this 


| Treat than to diſcharge your own Con- 
ſcience (that the GuiLT of our Separa- 
tion may not lie at your Door) and to do 
all the Service you can in directing us in 
the Way to eternal Happineſs, And then 
you pray, That God Almighty would grant 
us the Knowledge of his Truth in this 
World, and in 15. World to come ever- 
| laſting Life. Surely, Sir, if you mean 
any Thing by theſe Expreſſions, you, at 


* leaſt, intend thus much, vg. that a Prote- 


| fant Diſſenter, as ſuch, is in a State of Sin and 
Guilt by his Separation from your Church, 
and that he is not in the Way to eternal Hap- 
pineſs; but wants ſuch a Knowledge of the 


Truth in this World, as is neceſſary and pre- 
1 to everlaſting Life in the World to 


come. Your Expreſſions can bear no lower 


a Senſe than this; from whence every Per- 
; ſon that lays any Streſs on your Letter, muſt 
E plainly infer, that in South Britain there is 
no Salvation out of the Pale of the Eſta- 


bliſh'd Church, except it be for Non-Jurors 


or Papi/ls. And that all Proteſtant 


 Diſſenters muſt be looked upon as Strangers 
to the Covenant of Promiſe, and as without 
God, and wichout Hope in the World, z. e. 

hill they continue Non- Conformiſts. 
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AND as another certain Conſequence, that 
although che Proteſtant Diſſenters have the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, 
and in their native Language too, yet they 
Have not. ſuch Means of the Knowledge of 
God's Truth, as are neceſſary to Salvation. 
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AnD of Conſequence, their Conformity 
to the Church of England is neceſſary to their 
attaining ſuch ſaving Knowledge, Salva- 
tion being only to be had within her Em- 
braces. 12 5 


Turks Concluſions being fairly drawn 
from the Premiſes, and what I doubr not but 
you would have every Diſſenter make who 
receives your Epiſtle. I ſhall from hence 
endeavour to evince, that the Prenciple Wer" 
| which direct your beft Endeavours to reduce I 
75 are narrow, ill- grounded, falſe, and un- e 
chriſtian. 5 ; 
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Your Principles muſt be falſe and /chi/- WY 
matical if they are ſuch as libel and con- 
demn the State, or Legiflative Power, on 
which your whole Conſtitution, as an Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, abſolutely depends. This! 
have already hinted at, and it is a plain 
Cenſure thrown upon it, if our Non- Con- 
formity is ſinful, and endangers our final 

Happineſs, ſince the A# of Toleration uy 

hi” 1 


EF 
then, upon your Principles, be a wicked, 


E cruel, and iniquitous Act, in which che 
ae are chargeable with giving their 


. of Damnation, when obliging chem ro come 
into the Church, though ic had been by an 
Act of Compulſion, would have put them 
into a ſalvable State. It is pity, Doctor, 
you ſhould not look a little back, and rid 
© your ſelf of the Panick you ſeem to be un- 
der, about the GuiLT of our Separation ly- 
ing af your Door, ſince with the leaſt Eaſe 
vou may ſhake it off your Shoulders, which 


| would adviſe you to do, and hang it up in 


| its proper Place: But don t miſtake where 


3 you hang it; I think nan Poſſibiy 


from the Hint I have given you ; bur for 
fear you ſhould, I again tell you, that it 
| muſt be on the ſame Reſt on which your 
E Hierarchy ſuſpends; and one would think it 


could not be ſo obnoxious a Thing as you 


would have us imagine it to be, ſince they 
| boch are ſo contiguous. Good Doctor, when 
you think of our Separation again in your 
E ſerious Hours, find out ſome other Word 


it Lawfulneſ eſs of Separation; and when you 
ſend another Epiſtle to us to diſcharge your 
own Conſcience, let it run thus, viz. That 
| the LawFULNESS of our Separation may not 
E at your Door 
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D 2 Bur 


Conſent that Men ſhould remain in a State 
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BuT farther, your Principles feem to 
ariſe from an ebb Acquaintance with the Na. 
ture of Truth, the Reaſon of Things, or the 
Make of Man. Truth. and right Reaſon are 
reciprocal Terms, for Truth is known by 
right Reaſon. Now there 1s not any Thing 
which your Church profeſſes that is effenti- 
al ro Religion, but even your beſt Advocate; 
have confeſſed, that we Proteſtant Diſſenter; 
have all thoſe Eſſentials among our ſelves; 
and if ſo, what Guilt or Hazard do we run 

by our Separation? If you ſhould grant 
this, had you reaſon'd at all, your Concern 
would have ſoon abated. You wou'd have 


ſeen that Religion being a perſonal Thing, 


no Eftabliſhment in the World could con- 
fine it, or determine its Limits, you would 
have thought, with the great Locke, of Reli 
gion, as he does of Truth, which again are 
convertible Terms, That it is not the Bu- 
* fineſs of Laws to provide for it, but for 
the Safety and Security of the Common- 
wealth, and of every Man's Goods and 
* Perſon. And fo it ought to be, for Truth 
* certainly will do well enough if ſhe was 
* once left to ſhift for her ſelf; She ſeldom 


has received, and I fear never will receive, 


much aſſiſtance from the power of great 
* Men, to whom ſhe is but rarely known, 
and more rarely welcome. She is not 
* taught by Laws, nor has ſhe any need of 
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Force to procure her Entrance into the 


« Minds of Men. Errors indeed prevail by 
the Aſſiſtance of foreign and borrow'd 
* Succours, But if Truth makes not her 


© Way into the Underſtanding by her own 


Light, ſhe will be but the Weaker for any 
© borrowed Force that Violence can add to 
© her. And this ſeems to have been the 


Senſe of thoſe glorious Patriots who reſcu'd. 
us out of the Jaws of the Act of Uniformity 
by the Toleration AF, And Thanks be to 


God, our preſent Government don't look on 


us as Criminals for our Separation, bur af- 


ford us many Inſtances of paternal Re- 


gard. 


AGAIN, had you troubled your ſelf with 
Reaſoning on the Point, you might have 
{cen that in moſt, if not all of thoſe Things 
in which 


Scripture Authority, I ſhall not enter far 
into the Debate, nor trouble my ſelf about 


anſwering the Treatiſe you ſent me of Dr. 


Rogers's, but would refer you for an An- 
{wer to him, or any other you can ſend, to 
De Laune's Plea for Non-Conformity; to 
Calamy's Debate with Hoadly; to Charles 
Owen's Plain Dealing, or Separation with- 


out Schiſm; and its two Defences; or, to 


Conſcientious Non-Conformity, e by 


J. Noon, 173 
737: How. 


you differ from us, we have the 
Advantage; and eſpecially if you admit of 
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HowrvrR I ſhall juſt touch on Fe 


few T hings; and, 


A TREAT Pretence of the Validity of 
hs Ordination of your Clergy, and the In- 
validity of ours; I take to have no Foun- 
dation in the Reaſon and Nature of Things, 
nor in Revelation. You indeed pretend to 
ſupport your Claim from an uninterrupted 
S7Cceſſion in a right Line from the Apoſtles, 
tho' indeed here you are oblig'd to ac- 


knowledge that it had a Conveyance for a 


long Time thro' very dirty Hands, vis. 
_ thoſe of the papal Hierarchy, who muſt 
needs have been proper Succeſſors of St. 
Peter, or your Pretenſion is loſt, tho' you 
our ſelves confeſs the Pope to be Anti- 
_ chriſt, and Popery to have been a grand Apo- 
ſtacy. But I ſuppoſe this will be no Objec- 
tion to the Validity of your Ordination, ſince 
Judas a real Apoſtle prov'd an Apoſtate and 
Traitor to his Lord and Maſter.— 


Ir 1 do not greatly miſtake, many of 
your greateſt Writers have denied that 
St. Peter ever was at Rome; and it is 


however highly probable he never was a 


Biſhop there, ſince the proper Province of 
a Biſhop in the apoſtolic Age was to reſide 
with, and preſide over a particular Church, 


| there being neither provincial nor dioceſan: 
Biſhops 
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Biſhops known in the primitive Church; 


and the apoſtolic Office being itinerant, St. 
Peter could not be the Biſhop of any Church 


conſiſtently with his apoſtolic Character *. 
Nor can I underſtand how the Succeſſion 
can be underſtood as deriv'd down from any 
Apoſtle, ſince the Papal Church. has had 
tuo, and ſometimes three Popes at one and 


the fame Time. — And Biſhop Uſher, I 


think, has poſitively declared that one Pope 
was deliver'd of a Child in a public Pro- 


ceſſion. And yer, no doubt, this She- Father 
and Head of the Church, was capable of 


handing down the apoſtolical Impartments. 


Alt would, it muſt be own'd, be ſomething 


like a Proof if we could know of any ſen- 


ſible Effet the epz/copal Hand bas had, 


either upon the Mind or Body of the Perſon 


ordain'd, 1. e. that it has convey'd more 
Light to the Underſtanding, or given any 
Aſſiſtance to the Will in its Choice of Vir- 
tue; or that it has made the Body more 


ſtrong, robuſt, or vigorous. — It is indeed 


ſaid to convey the Holy Ghoj/7,—But I doubt 
it cannot be proved that any, by the Impo- 
ſition of Hands, have had any ſuch Impart- 
ment ſince the apoſtolic Age, nor do I ſee it 
can be expected, ſince the Reaſon of ſuch 
miraculous Gifts ceas'd with that Age. 


Note, / Sz. Peter vas both an Apoſtle and Biſhop 7oo, 
at the ſame Time, he muſt have had a Diſpenſation paſs the 
Seals for his holding one in Commendam. But who was Lord 
Cz ther I really can't tell. — F123 | 
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As to Ordination, the Author of con/c:- 
entious Conformity tells us, That it is a 
Declaration of the Ordainers, that the 
© Perſon they ordain is in their Opinion 
qualified for the Office of a Deacon or a 
Prieſt, Our firſt Ordainers look'd upon 
it, ſeveral of them, to be only a pruden- 
tial Method for Admiſſion into the Prieſt's 
Office, and were of Opinion that it is not 
peculiar to Biſhops or any Eccleſiaſticks 
to ordain, but that this belong'd as 
well to the civil Magiſtrate. And if the 
Matter be conſider'd, it will not appear 
odd that he or any of the Laity, who are 
competent Judges of the Qualification of 
a Prieſt or Biſhop mentioned by St. Paul, 
may ordain as well as the Prieſts them- 
© ſelves. Nay, a formal Ordination by the 
* Prieſthood or Magiſtrate is not of abſolute 
Neceſſity for conſticuting a Perſon a Mi- 
* niſter of Religion. Church Hiſtory in- 
forms us of ſome who acted as ſuch, 
* and were reckon'd by others to be ſo, 
* who yet were not formally ordain'd either 


© by Prieſts or others, ſee p. 38. 


A 
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Bu farther, we think that the Validity 
of your Ordinations, may poſſibly be 
thought to come ſhort of that of ours, if 


the Church Officer that ordains 1s not to be 


found in the New Te/tament, 1 mean, if no 
ſuch Officer is to be found there, — And 
| | « the 
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© the beſt Defenders of dioceſan Epiſco- 


© pacy have confeſs'd the Identity of Biſhop 
© and Preſbyter in the New Teſtament, and 
© that a dioceſan Biſhop is not to be 
found there, as Dr. Hammond on Acts 
xi. 30. and 4 Diſſert, Dr. Taylor's Epiſc. 


Wc aſſerted. Stillingfleet's Iren. Dodwell, in 


© his Paræn. ad exter. de nupero Sciſ. Angl. 
© and Yhitby on the New Teſt. See Vin- 
dication of Plain Dealing, p. 9. 


I sHALL leave this without any farther 


Remarks, and proceed to what Dr. Ro- 


gers has ſaid in Favour of your Senti- 


ments; he ſays, that our Diſſent, is © in 
* the language of the primitive Church, 
* a ſetting up Altar againſt Altar, Wor- 
* ſhip againſt Worſhip, Paſtor againſt 
© Paſtor. And that if ever there was a 
* Schiſm in any Age or Part of the Church 


© here is one between us, p. 21. And this 


Breach of Union, he calls a Sin: Which 
Sin he ſays has obtained the Name of Schiſin, 
or Diviſion, p. 17. Let Owen's Plain Deal- 
ing anſwer Rogers in this Point, the Things 
he chiefly points at are Uniformity of Faith 
and Worſhip, —Thart we profeſs the ſame 
Creed or Articles that you do, he thinks re- 
quiſite, p. 5, Now the Doctor and you 
muſt both be ſenſible, that your Creeds are 
diſbeliev'd by great Numbers of your Mem- 
bers, even thoſe of the Priefthcol, And I 
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26 
caunot forbear mentioning one, that the 
greateſt Champion you ever had in your 
Church, viz. Dr. D. Waterland, has declar'd 
is to be believ'd, and yet it is not capable of 
becoming an Article of Faith, I mean the 
main Doctrine of that Creed call'd 8. 
Athanaſins's, For, £57 


Tur Doctor in his Defence of ſome 
Queries, p. 315. tells us, that * ſuch as our 
© Ideas, are ſuch muſt our Faith be; and we 
* cannot believe farther than we can con- 
* ceive; for believing is conceiving; con- 
* fuſedly, if Ideas are confuſe ; generally, 
© if general; diſtinctly and adequately, if 
_ © diſtin& and adequate; and in p. 316. he 
lays, Our Faith keeps Pace with our 
_ * Ideas, and ends where they end. And 
again, p. 327, 328. he ſays, ſpeaking of the 
Trinity, — That the Subject is ſublime, and 
* above Comprehenſion. We have no intrinſic 
Evidence, no Ideas to build any Thing 
certain upon, extrinſic Evidence, divine 
Revelation is here all in all. And the 
only proper Uſe of our rational Faculties, 
is to enquire into the true and genuine 
«* Senſe of it, And yet after all this, he 
tells us, p. 292. We dare not reject a Doc- 
* trine ſo well ſupported by Scripture and 
© Antiquity upon ſo precarious a Founda- 
tion as this; that human Underſtanding is 
the Meaſure of all Truth, 

| ADD 
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ADD to this, what the Author of con/cien- 
tious Conformity tells us, p. 68. viz, That Mr. 
© Whiſton has obſerved, that there is ſcarce 
© one Miniſter of your Church who has con- 
© fider'd the Articles, that does believe them 
in their proper original Senſe and Meaning. 
Now, Dr. Cobden, I begin to be in Pain for 
you, and am afraid that your Concern to 
bring us into the Church, is to make us 


equally deep in the Guilt of your inteſtine 


Schiſins, by which Suffrage, you are in Hopes 
to pour ſome healing Balm into the Wounds 
of your own Conſcience; thinking your 
ſelf more ſafe when we remain no longer as 
lo many Advocates for chriſtian Liberty, nor 
ſuffering our ſelves to come under the Power 


of any in Point of Religion. We know, 


Doctor, that Unanimity cannot be at all eſ- 
ſential to the Peace or Order of the Church, 


the Church of Chriſt can have its Well-_ 


Being ſecur'd without it; otherwiſe, Peace, 
Order, and Well-Being were never intended 
for it, ſince Unanimity in Sentiments is not 
poſſible in the Nature of Things; and can 
never take Place whilſt Men are found with 
different Powers and Capacities of Thought 
and Diſcernment. Nor indeed can 1t be re- 
quir'd with any good Grace from any reli- 
gious Community, unleſs that Community 
be aſſur'd of its own Infallibility, and that its 
E 2 Ar 


[ 28 


Articles and Credendas are abſolutely free 
from Miſtake and Error, — 


ANOTHER Thing Dr. Rogers ſeems to 
urge as a Reaſon of our Conformity, is the 
Neceſſity of an uniform Obſervance of the 
Modes of Worſhip; and among the reſt of 
the Faults he finds with our Way of Wor- 
ſhip, free Prayer, or Prayer without an ex- 
preſs Form, he ſadly condemns, He ſays, 
p. 32. © That in whatever Prayers our Mi- 
« niſter offers we are bound implicitely to 
_ © follow him. 


I ANSWER, and ſhould we conform, we 
are bound explicitely to follow right or 
wrong, if we will keep up to that Decency 
and Order ſo eſſential ro our eſcaping the 
Guile of Sch:/m, For the Right of private 
Judgment is entirely took away if we con- 
form thoroughly, for we muſt then have a 
public Conſcience, i. e. in the Doctor's own 
Words, We ſhould ſubmit our ſeveral pri- 
vate Judgments to the Judgment of pub- 
* lick Authority, F. 37. So that it is no 
Matter whether we believe what we ſay, or 
no, or think it reaches the Ends of Devo- 


tion or no; for according to the Doctor, 


we are ſafe enough in the Words or Form 
it ſelf. The Doctor indeed tells us of fo- 


reign Churches having a public Liturgy; 


and cherefore we ought to conform to 
2 one: 


E [ 29 ] 
one: But I can't ſee how we ſtand con- 


N demmn 'd for admitting, nay, for preferring 
e Prayer to an eſtabliſh'd Form, ſince, 


1. THE New Teſtament no where inti- 


3 Forms of Prayer. It may indeed be object- 
ed, that the Prayer which Chriſt taught his 


3Z | Diſciples contradicts my Aſſertion; but 1 


beg Leave to think otherwiſe, foraſmuch as 
it ſeems only to be calculated for the Time 
dhe Apoſtles and Diſciples were ſpreading 
the Doctrine of Repentance, during the 


before his Sufferings, that their Prayers 


State of Things after his Reſurrection, John 
| | xvi. 23, 24.— And in that Day ye ſhall ask 
ne nothing: Verily, Verily, 7 ſay unto 
t r whatſoever ye ſhall ask the Father in my 
Name, he will give it you, Hitherto ye have 


| receive, that eur Foy me be fall. 


2.1 


E mates that our public Worſhip ſhould be ſo 
E manag'd. Nor have either Chriſt or his 
E Apoſtles, any of them directed us to ſet 


public Miniſtry of their Lord and Maſter, 
© Obſerve, the Prayer is an immediate Addreſs 
q to the Father, that his Name might be hal- 
© lowed, and his Kingdom, even that he was 
4 going to erect by his Son, might take Place. 
E —And our Lord told his Diſciples a little 


E wou'd not ſuit ſo well the Condition and 


| acked nothing in my Name : Ast, and ye ſhall 
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2. ICANN Or but approve of Free Pray- 
er, becauſe there was no preſcribed Form: 
of Prayer in the Primitive Church, i. e. for 
the firſt #wo or three Centuries, * There is 
no mention made of any ſuch Thing. 
« Hermus, a moſt antient writer, ſays, That 
© the Miniſter ſpeaks in Prayer in the Con- 
* gregation as God would have him. TFu//r 
* Martyr, that the Preſident offers Prayers 
and Thankſgivings according as be is able, 
* Origen, we worſhip one God and his only 
Son, who is his Word and Image, witl, 
l Supplications and Honours, according 
* to our Ability, offering to the God e 
the Univerſe, Prayers and Praiſes, Hr 
* his only begotten Son, The Grecian Chri- 
* ſtitans in Greek, the Romans in Latin, and 
"every one in his own proper Language 
* prays to God, and praiſes him, as he 18 40l. 

* Tertullian, we Chriſtians pray for all Em- 
* perors, Ge. looking up to Heaven wich 

* expanded Hands, becauſe guilty ; with our 
Heads uncovered becauſe we are not afh:- 
med. Laſtly, Without a Monitor, becaul: 
* our Prayers flow from the Heart, Ambroſe, 
* even inthe tourth Century, ſays, while I was 
offering, that is, giving the holy Commu: 
nion, I underſtood one Caſtulus, whom tht 
0 Arrians call'd a Preſbyter, was ſeiz'd by 
the People, who they met with as the) 


were going in the Street, I began to ” 
| mol 
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© moſt bitterly, and in the very Oblation, to 


© beſeech God, that he would help, and that 
« this Man's Blood might not be ſhed in the 
« Church's Cauſe; and truly, that my Blood 


might be ſhed not only for the Safety of the 


People, but for the Wicked themſelves.” 
See Conſcientious Non-Conformity, p. 46, 47. 


Axp the ſame Author, P. 56. gives us a 


I Paſſage from St. Auſtin, When, ſays this 
Father, they become Chriſtians who excel 


© others in the Art of Speaking, we muſt 


inculcate upon thera in particular this one 
Thing, that they be cloathed with Chri- 


eſtian Humility, that they may learn not to 
deſpiſe thoſe whom they may obſerve to 
be more careful to avoid a Fault in their 
Actions than in their Expreſſions, and that 
they may not dare to compare an eloquent 
Tongue with a pure Heart, though they 
have been uſed to give that the Preference. 
© © They muſt be made to underſtand, that 
not the Voice, but the Affections of the 
E « Soul reach the Divine Ear; for then they 
will not laugh, if they obſerve any of the 
E © Biſhops and Miniſters of the Church are 
| © guilty of Barbariſms and Soleciſins in their 
© Prayer to God, or blunder in the Words 
they pronounce, which proves there were 
no Liturgies in the Chriſtian Church, and 
| © that Barbariſins and Soleciſms were no 
8 © Reaſon for laying afide Free Prayer in 
| © Publick Worſhip, ; 


* 
* 
4 


192 Y 
1 App with the ſame ingenious Writer, 
that if human Nature be conſulted, we ſhall 
find that Free Prayer has the Preference of 
a conſtant ſet preſcribed Form of Prayer, 
inaſmuch as Variety is pleaſing and grateful 
to us, whereas an Indifference grows upon 
us by repeating the ſame Thing a thouſand 
Times over, which, probably, as he ſays, 
might make Lord Halifax uſe theſe Expreſ- 
ſions, When a Man qualified, endued with 
* Learning too, and adorn'd with a good 
Life, breaks out into a warm and well de- 
© liver'd Prayer before a Sermon, it has the 
Appearance of a Divine Rapture, he ai 
and leads the Hearts of the Aſſembly in 
© another Manner than the moſt compos'd 
and beſt ſtudied Forms can do; and the 
* Pray-we's would look like ſo many Statues 
or Men of Straw in the Pulpit, compar'd 
with thoſe who ſpeak with ſo powerful 
* Zeal, that Men are tempted to believe that 
Heaven it ſelf has directed their Words to 
them, p. 50, 51. 


Tait Set . cannot be adapted par- 
ticularly enough for the changing Circum- 
ſtances of a Congregation or a Country, the 
ſame Gentleman has given a molt lively In- 
ſtance of, in the Caſe of the Church of Eng 
land about the Time of the Revolution in 
1088, when the CONFORMISTS pray'd cnn 
nelt!y 


* 
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[ 33 ] 
neſtly in private for the Succeſs of the 
PRIN CR of ORANGE, but durſt not publick- 
ly; but on the contrary, were oblig'd to pray, 
That God would ſtrengthen King James, 
that he might vanquiſh and overcome all 
his Enemies; and that it might pleaſe him 
to be his Defender and Keeper, giving him 
© the Vicłory over all bis Enemies, tbid., 


= Wisu, Doctor, you'd be ſo honeſt as to 


= conſider theſe Things coolly, and compare 


them with Rogers's Perſuaſive. 


Bxsiprs, pleaſe to take Notice of thoſe 


eleven Heads of Innovations which are in- 
troduc'd and practis'd in your Church with- 


cout publick Authority; they are mention'd 
by Mr. Charles Owen in his Plain Dealing, 


p. 37, 38. Edit. 12. and then tell me if you 


don't feel a dreadful Murmur of Schi/m in 
the Bowels of your own Church. | 


I Now proceed to make ſome other Re- 


marks upon your Letter; and if your Senſe 
of our Separation has any Foundation, a 
Civil Efabliſpment of Religion is neceſſary to 
render it capable of ſecuring the Happineſs 
of its Members. And if fo, then, Sir, 
ſhould you go to Rome, and become an In- 
habitant there, and ſhould happen to die a 
Diſſenter from the Eſtabliſh'd Religion of 
he Country, you would be a Schiſmaticꝶ, 
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6 8 
and in the Guilt of it be damn'd, Nay, if 
you ſhould go to Conſtantinople, and your 
Children become Natives, both you and 
they muſt receive the Alcoran, or become 
equally expoſed. Thus it is evident, that 
theſe your Principles do contradict the 
great Author of our Religion, and you tell 
him the Lye to his Face, who ſaid expreſly, 
That his Kingdom was not of. this World. | 
refer you to the beſt Sermon in the World 
upon thoſe Words“ -— And now I intreat 
you, good Doctor, don't perſiſt in your Mi- 
ſtake, for it may be fatal to you, ſhould you 
think, that becauſe you have the Gl/ebes and 
the Tythes, and the Offerings, together with 
the Titles of RioHT REVEREND, and Most 
REVEREND within your Encloſures; and 
that no Proteſtant Diſſenter can partake 
with you, that therefore you are only to 
ſhare the future Inheritances! Conſider, as 
a Rebuke, who had his good Things here, 
and yet theſe gave him no Claim to the fu- 
ture good Things —— _ 


... AGAIN, how come you to condemn us as 
Sch/maticks, for not conforming to your 
Church, when thoſe foreign Churches, that 
are Proteſtant, admit us to have as much 
Right to diſſent, as you have to conform: 


- © 7 mean that of the Biſhop of Bangor's preach'd before Kin; 
Groret I. Aud it muſt undoubtedly be one of the Beft of Ser 
mont, fince the CONVOCATION took ſo much Notice of it. 


Nor 


. WO 
Nor can either they or you vindicate your 
own difſent from the Church of Nome, 


I's 
"A 
£88 


defended in this our Diſſent. 


Bu r once more, I fear that the Principles 
on which theſe your Endeavours are excited 
are very unjuſtifiable, vain, and hypocriti- 
cal; for why, Doctor, ſuch a Concern, and 
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into the Pale of your Church, and ſo little 
Concern expreſſed to reduce great Numbers 
of your own Members, who hardly ever 
come to Church, except it be to the Ver 
to do ſome Pariſh Buſineſs? Ah! Doctor, 


theſe, but it is too plain, you think there is 
ſome ſort of Charm in being reckon'd among 
your Members, and like the antient bigotted 
Jews, you ſuperſtitiouſly think Salvation 
only belongs to you, and that all that Diſſent 
from you, eſpecially thoſe of the Proteſtant 
Perſuaſion, ſhall be look'd on as Dogs, and 
of the Conciſſion, who ſhall have no Place 
with you in Abraham's Boſom —— Good 
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cration of your Walls, Veſtments, or Perſons, 
can be any Security either to your ſelves 


dhe eternal Firneſs of Things, and by the 


1 Power 


but upon ſuch Principles on which we are 


ſolemn Apparatus, to bring us Diſſenters 


what ſay you to this? You have many of 


Doctor, be not deceived, neither the Conſe- 


who are Paſtors, or to any of your Flock. 
The Terms of Divine Favour are ſettled in 


Grace of the Goſpel ; and it is not in the 
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1.360 
Power of your whole Hierarchy, nor of the 
whole World to alter them: He that repent; 
of his Sins, and obeys the Goſpel, has as good 
a Claim to the Adoption of Sons, tho' he 
live and die in a State of Non-Conformity 
to your Church, as he would have was he in 
it. And till you can prove the contrary, 
you may and ovght to look upon us as no 
leſs the Favourites of Heaven than your 
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0 conclude, that you may not think ! 
bave neglected any Thing material in my 
Remarks, pleaſe to obſer ve, that the Strate 

or Civil Community does in no wiſe ſuffer by 
our Non. Conformity; for obſerve, that'* rea! 

Religion, which conſiſts in a real Belief of 

* 1ts great Principles, in a deep Veneration 

for the Deity, and in ſupreme Delight in 
* him; this has inconteſtably a benign Inffu. 
* ence on Society, as it tends to make all it 

Members do to others as they would be 

done unto; to love every Man his Netgh- 

* bour as himſelf, and promote, from that 

noble Principle, univerſal Benevolence, 

* the Good of the Community, as an In- 

© tereſt of much greater Importance than 

© any private or particular Intereſt whatever. 

But mere external Religion has no manner 

© of Influence upon Society for its good. Fr 

* Inflance, What Service does the Papiſt to 

© the Society he belongs te to, by protein bi 

« Belic 
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8 « Belief of the Pope's Infallibility and Su- 
© « premacy, the Exiſtence of Purgatory, and 
other Popiſh Articles of Faith, and by con- 
feſſing to the Prieſt, worſhipping Images, 
dead Bodies, and Relicks, and ſaying Maſs? 
I would gladly know, what better Society 
is for all this, whether any better than the 
Papiſt himſelf is for being ſprinkled with 
© holy Water? And of what Advantage to 
our Commonwealth is a Subſcription to 
© the Thirty Nine Articles, profeſſing a Be- 
lief of them, and of the Athanaſian Creed, 
*and of the Deſcent of Chriſt into Hell, 
and Bowing at the Name of Jeſus, wor- 
* ſhipping towards the Eaſt rather than to- 
* wards the Weſt, ſtanding whilſt the Go- 
* ſpels are read, and fitting at the Reading 
* of the Epiſtles ; reading ſome Prayers in 
the Deſk, and others in the Chancel ; ſign- 
ing with the Sign of the Croſs? ——- Theſe 
© © Things, though they may flow from in- 
ward Principles of Faith, and the Fear and 
| © Love of God and Goodneſs, yet have 70 
Influence worth mentioning upon the Hap- 
* pineſs of Society, if they be confider'd 
purely in themſelves. - Of much leſs 
Importance then to human Society are ex- 
} © ternal Forms and Profeſſions, proceeding 
ot from Faith but from Hypocriſy, not 
from Devotion but from Avarice and Luſt of 
Domination; nay, ſuch a Religion as this in 
the whole Notion of it, with its Cauſes and 
| Effects 
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Fe is to be dreaded, 1 not deſi 
by a Society, as it is vile in it ſelf, and 
_ tits Cauſes, and tends to provoke the gre 
| 0 Mag ſtrate of the Univerſe, and ſet h 
© againſt that Society which encourages a 
n it. g Con. Conformity, p 8 I, 32 


Leer me then moſt humbly intreat y 

Good Doctor, that as you muſt plainly d 
cern that there is 10 Teſt or Standard of C 
thodoxy can poſſibly be fram'd, either 
Convocations, Synods, or Councils, but t 
Majority will be ready to declare their A 
175 and Conſent, whatever may be the 
private Opinions, if the Arguments and M 
tives of this World be but on that Side tl 

< veſtion. Give us then your Vote and In 
reſt, and expreſs your utmoſt Endeavour th 
we your Fellow-Subje&s and Fellow-Ch 
ſtians may be allowed to enjoy a more extet 
five Toleration, in order that your Chure 
may be delivered from that Scandal and R 
proach, which the 7 eſt and e A 
a bog fix arg 0 
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